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which had been spilt, but it was British honor that
bled at every vein.    If all these improvements, con-
tinued Mr. Sheridan, were not sufficient to give the
people of Great Britain satisfaction, the flattering
prospect is held out of great conquests and indemni-
fication in the West-Indies. That there was a great
preparation was true, but the public wished to know
why the expedition had not sailed six weeks ago;
the delay was a great act in the criminality in mi-
nisters ; how much would that criminality be in-
creased, when he informed the house that there was
every probability that the fleet would not sail for a
fortnight or three weeks longer; and at the present
time, what was there not to be feared for our situa-
tion in these islands, in which there was not at that
moment the  complement of one  full regiment of
effective men P There were, indeed, the remains of
six regiments of infantry, part of a regiment of light
dragoons, and some artillery ; but they did not alto-
gether amount to the number of one full regiment.
When, amid the gloom that surrounded us, we were
to look, as a bright prospect, to our hope of success
in the West Indies, he confessed himself dejected
and dismayed*    It would require a drain of men to
insure success, which it would be impossible for this
country to support.    If 15,000 men should be sent
against   St. Domingo, and  with that number we
should be able to conquer the French part of that
island, how many more would be necessary to effect
the conquest of the Spanish part, not yet ceded to
the French j and should we conquer all, what great
and increased reinforcements would  it be necessary
to send to a country, when, in addition to the oppo-
sition of an active, vigorous, and subtle foe, our ar-
mies would have to encounter more perils from the
elements than from the enemy.    The mortality in
Grenada was alarming indeed ; out of one regiment
14 officers and  near 400 men died from  April to
August last; nor had the sick and wounded in those
islands necessary assistance.    Men were sent into